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of Independence, the Preamble of the Constitution, the Bill
of Rights and the constitutions of the several states. For
generations political leaders, especially in times of crisis,
have made it the source of national stimulus and morale.
But Canadians, despite their proximity to the remarkable
American experiment, are disposed to take the ideological
basis of their democracy for granted. Their democratic
ideals are commonly an unexpressed premise. At any rate
they rarely expound their doctrines with a sense of mission.
They have a British diffidence about formulating principles
to guide political conduct, a diffidence due perhaps primarily
to a profound sense of inheritance and the absence of a
revolutionary tradition.

The symbolism of the Crown, whereby the realities of
rule are hidden behind a screen, has many implications for
Canadian democracy difficult to assess.    As in other autono-
mous nations of the Commonwealth the Crown helps to
ensure within the state an effective and responsible executive.
It may even occasionally, in virtue of its reserve power,
act as the guarantor of constitutional conventions beyond
the ordinary capacity of Parliament, courts, and people to
guarantee.    There is a subtle distinction between the role
of the King and that of his representative.    The governor-
general, who has long ceased to act as the mouthpiece of
the  Imperial government  or to  preside  over  the  active
Canadian executive, represents the Crown,    But since he
has been virtually nominated by the Canadian government,
and, since he comes and goes within  a  relatively short
interval, he cannot enjoy the national prestige of the actual
monarch.    Sir Robert Borden not inaptly described him
as "in effect a nominated president/1    His powers of personal
magnetism will inevitably vary with his personality,  but
seldom can he appeal to popular sentiment in the same
magnetic way as the monarch.    However much he may
graciously act as the King himself would act, he is still a
substitute.   Consequently he loses much as a potent symbol